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VETERINARY SURGEONS AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Introduction and First Reading 
Bill introduced, on motion by Hon Robyn McSweeney (Minister for Child Protection), and read a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Child Protection) [7.37 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill 2009 relates to the requirements for registration as a veterinary 
surgeon in Western Australia. The current position under legislation in each jurisdiction in Australia, other than 
Western Australia, and under legislation in New Zealand, is that in order for a graduate to be registered as a vet, 
the course that person must complete is a veterinary course that is accredited by the Australasian Veterinary 
Boards Council, AVBC.  

The situation in Western Australia is different. Section 20 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1960 deals with the 
qualifications necessary for registration in WA. In relation to qualifications from an Australian university, 
subsection (1)(a) provides — 

holds a degree, diploma or licence of competency in veterinary surgery from a university in the 
Commonwealth of Australia;  

Changes in tertiary education in Australia have seen the commencement of veterinary courses at universities 
other than the four that have historically been accredited by the Australasian Veterinary Boards Council. Not all 
the new courses will necessarily be accredited by the AVBC, and the council may also review the accreditation 
status of some of the universities that are currently accredited. 

The amendment proposed in clause 4 of the bill will delete reference to “a university in the Commonwealth of 
Australia” and replace it with reference to a degree, diploma or licence of competency in veterinary surgery 
“prescribed, or in a class prescribed, by the regulations”. This will allow the regulations to specify only courses 
accredited by the AVBC as courses that are sufficient to allow a graduate to be registered in Western Australia. 
This is important because, under mutual recognition laws, a person registered as a veterinary surgeon in one 
jurisdiction in Australia is entitled to registration in each other jurisdiction. With the Western Australian act as it 
now stands, this means that a person who graduates from a non-accredited course could be registered in Western 
Australia and, as a result, be entitled to registration in other states, and New Zealand, even though that person 
could not have been registered in those states in the first place. Clearly, this is not an acceptable situation, and 
this amendment bill will redress it. I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


